BFRrcMs NEWSLETTER
(The 6Flyerd6 OCTOBER 2010)

Dear Members,
Wel come to the | atest edition of t he

The flyer will now be edited by me, Glenn Block, the events secretary.
Firstly may | thank Mark Conlin for his time and effort in writing our
flyer. Mark® work commitments have been taking a large portion of
his spare time and he now feels it is time to pass on the production of
t h elyeid F

to me.

Glider competition

Ifyoudi dtnwrtn up to the fir styoumiksedahi s yea
fantastic evening of laughter and modelling skills (the word skills used
loosely). The turnout was very good with modellers from around the
North West. Lancaster, Barton, Preston and Fleetwood were all well
represented. Each entrant was given a glider kit that contained a
120x40 x 1ghdef autting board, sandpaper, pencil and a
knife. Also provided were cyno, straight edges and plans to speed
completion of the task. 21 gliders were built and trimmed within the
hour allotted, although more time should have been given over to test
flying. But the rules stated 1 hour. Each entrant had 3 flights and the
longest time counted. There was plenty of barracking and
encouragement to give everyone a good laugh.

The usual suspects having a go The Lancaster lads getting stuck in
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The blind leading the blind!! The master and his apprentice

.............. -

The Trophy Test flying and trimming



John with the winning glider and trophy The 25yr old secret weapon

John Prothero sided with Fleetwood to win the competition with a time
of 4.53 seconds. Trevor Smith made a glider that flew very well and
should have won but he was let down by his last throw and only
scored 3.57 seconds to place second. One of our newer members,
Peter Eyres, had a flight of 3.87 seconds to round off the places. Jeff
Perkins from Preston Helicopter Club would have won hands down if
the scores were based on style and execution; he managed to roll his
glider on all three flights. Jeff took a video of the night which he has
pl aced on Yo uldckpbotandRyldeandoorrgligler
competitiona

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rimtvw7rDAg



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rlmtvw7rDAg

Electric corner

The last miracle, three wise men were following a star. The second is
the next article from our president Dave Swarbrick

Never Say Never

After all | have said about not wanting to go down the electric model
route, here | am telling you about how | did finally succumb to the
dark side.

Electric models had not set my imagination alight as they all looked
the same (ARTFs anyway). They were all much of a muchness, red
white and blue, with Yaks, Extras and Edges all designed like so
many jelly mold cars.

| then saw the Sebart Miss Wind 50e, silly name | know, but what the
hell. The model is, in my eyes anyway, a stunning looking futuristic
biplane. | was sold on the idea and within about 5 mins of reading the
article 1 had bought it complete with the recommended motor, a
Hacker 50.

I knew if | was going to dip my toe in the water of electric flight | had to
do it properly and give the black art every chance of success. So |
was fairly confident that | had made a good choice with both the
model and the motor, | had started at the higher than average end of
the market. Only time will tell.!!!

| spoke to John Higgins about batteries and speed controllers. John
explained in reasonably easy terms what | needed and why. Thanks
John. | then contacted some Chinese company and two 6s 4000mahr
lipos and 80amp speed controller was winging its way from the Far
East via Switzerland??.

The model arrived the next day and it was all | had expected from a

good designer and manufacturer.

| used four Hitech 5065 mg digital servos in the wings and two

standard size Futaba digital servos on the rudder and elevator. The

only things | changed were the stupid little fittings that fasten to the

servo arm and you push the push rod through and tighten it on with a

grub screw. All these were replaced with Kavan quick links and it

works perfectly. The only things that



to glue the hinges and control horns in place. The hinges are the
fuzzy type and the horns are very nicely made out of GRP.

The lower wing mounting is with a dowel at the front and a single
4mm socket head type screw at the rear.

The inter plane struts are fixed to the lower wing with carbon fibre
rods of 2mm diameter and push in through the leading edge and
locate through the struts. The top wing is mounted in the same
fashion with three C.F rods. One through the centre section leading
edge and again the others through the leading edge and into the wing
struts. All this makes the airframe very rigid.

| used a Futaba 2.4 RX and put each aileron on its own channel so
each one can be individually trimmed, with one each for the elevator
and rudder, the last one being the speed controller. | used a separate
A123 cell battery for the RX, as | was using all digital servos | did
want to use a bec system.

With getting the motor that was recommended all the holes had been
drilled in the right place on the firewall. (Do you still call it a firewall on
an electric model), so everything fitted perfectly, the S.controller was
mounted in the airflow as was the 6s battery, no added ballast was
needed as the model balanced perfectly on the rearmost CG setting.

With everything charged up | was off to the field on a quite windy
afternoon, the field was a bit wet and the grass was long but the

16x10 prop appeared to be pulling OK so a test flight was tried.

The model took off and nothing needed trimming it just flew perfectly,

loops rolls knife edge loops all were done quite easily and soon the

ti mer was telling me to | and. On John
timer to 7 mins. The landing was uneventful. | changed the battery

and flew again so within half an hour | was going home again to be
greeted with, AThat didndét | ast very
The response was unprintable.

The following week | returned to the field on an almost perfect day,

quite a few others were present who decided that they should check

things like motor timing, wattage, and all sorts of horrible sounding

things. It seemed to cause great amusement when | said that | just

fitted the motor and flew the dammed thing. | was not supposed to let

the battery get to low or give it to much throttle. Anyway they had all

this hi tech gear with them so they must know what they are doing, |

just sat back and watched as John and Paul sorted out all my



problems. The second flight was OK as the motor had stopped
screaming like a banshee when | went from low to high throttle to fast
and it did seem to be pulling better. John had a go, Phil had a go, and
decided it was a lovely model to fly, and | agree it is a lovely model to
fly. For the first 4 or 5 mins it is fantastic then things start to feel a little
sluggish.

| am glad | tried the black art, maybe | have flown models that have
unlimited power to the end of the flight for to long, but | do not think
that | will be pursuing this side of the hobby for very long.

14 minutes of flying for over 2 hours of battery charging does not
seem like a fair exchange to me. Also if this is towards the top end of
the market for electric flight, then | would not like to try the lower end
of the market.

| think | proven to myself that to fly electric has many advantages, like
clean models, engines that do not stop because of poor adjustments,
that awful smell of castor based fuel, burnt out plugs and many other
things, but come on boys it does not make the hair stand up on the
back of your neck like a big Zenoah oragast ur bi ne does.
but you have not proved me wrong, that what | have been saying for
all these years is that electric flight is just a bit girly.



